
Obstacle consent  
(CAA/ATNS)

Biodiversity
(Provincial Conversation 

Authorities)

Heritage
(SAHRA)

Atmospheric Emissions
(DFFE) 

Environmental Impacts
(DFFE)

Water Use or General 
Authorisations

 (DWS)

Conservation  
of Agricultural Act 

(CARA) –  
soil degradation (lender)

Subdivision or change  
of land use

 (agricultural) SALA

Crossing Servitudes
(Permission from  
Servitude Holder)

Section 53  
Mining land –  

DMRE

Land Claim –  
Land Claims Commission 

(DALRRD) – (lender)

Wheeling
[Eskom]

Budget Quote
[Eskom]

Cost Estimate Letter
[Eskom]

Generation license
[NERSA]

Access
[Mobile Networks]

Authorisation
[Transnet]

Authorisation
[SANDF]

Authorisation
[Eskom]

PRE-FEASIBILITY

BUSINESS CASE

FUNDING

Solar PV
Wind

Gas
Hydro FINANCIAL

CLOSE

Astronomy Management 
Authority approval 

[SKA/DSI]

Weather consent
  (obstructions) 

[SAWS]

Authorisation
[Transnet/TNPA]

Power Purchase 
Agreement

Eskom Compliance Test

Rezoning 
(SPLUMA)

Construction Permit 
(local)

Heritage 
(local)

Fire plan 
(local)

Sanitation plan 
(local)

Waste Management  
(local)

IPP Licensing and Permits Roadmap

NEED TO OBTAIN  
ENERGY LICENSES /

PERMITS

WATER LAND USE
ENERGY, GRID  
CONNECTION  

AND WHEELING
TELECOMSENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATIONS

OBSTACLES AND 
INTERFERENCE PORTS AUTHORISATIONROADS’ AUTHORISATIONS

Permits(wayleaves) for 
transport of equipment   

(Provincial/local)

National Roads impacts  
Land Claims Commission 

(DALRRD) – (lender)

MUNICIPAL CONSENTS



National Environmental Management Act 107 of 1998  
(and the related amendments)

Environmental Authorisations
SIP Basic Assessment 147 days

Basic Assessment 197 days
SIP Scoping & EA 250 days

Scoping & EA 300 days
Appeal 90 days

RENEWABLE ENERGY 
DEVELOPMENT  

ZONES 
    (REDZ)

Pre-application  
meeting minutes

Proof of payment

Proof of payment

List of Local/Provincial 
Authority details

Strategic  
Infrastructure Project

Strategic  
Infrastructure Project

Scoping Report 
(SR)

Project Schedule

Declaration of applicant

Declaration of EAP & 
undertaking under oath

Screen tool Report

Undertaking under oath/
affirmation

Cover Letter

Make  
Appeal

MAKE   
RECOMMENDATION

MAKE DECISION  
TO APPROVE/REFUSE 

AUTHORISATION

NEED TO  
OBTAIN ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION

STRATEGIC  
TRANSMISSION  

CORRIDOR 
     (STC)

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION

EVALUATE SCOPING 
REPORT, EIA AND EMPR

AUTHORISE  
APPLICATION

Basic Assessment process: R2,000
Scoping and EIA process: R10,000
Amendments: R2,000

Scoping Report 
(SR)

Environmental Impact 
Assessment

 (EIA)

Environmental  
Management Programme

(EMPr)

Application Form

Public  
Consultation

REGISTERED  
APPLICATION



National Environmental Management:  
Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004)

https://saaelip.environment.gov.za/SAAELIP/SAAELIP_AUTHORITY/GovEnt/Shared/Pages/Main/Login.aspx

Atmospheric Emissions License
60 days

MAKE DECISION  
TO APPROVE/REFUSE 

AUTHORISATION

NEED TO OBTAIN 
ATMOSPHERIC  

EMISSION LICENSE

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION  

ONLINE

EVALUATE SCOPING  
REPORT, EIA AND EMPR

AUTHORISE  
APPLICATION

Publication in two 
newspapers

Atmospheric Impact  
report, if required

REGISTERED 
APPLICATION REPORT COMPILED

Public Participation  
Report

Specialist Air Quality 
(Impact Report)

Emissions Monitoring  
Report

Application Form

Waste license 
(if applicable)

INVOICE  
GENERATED

https://saaelip.environment.gov.za/SAAELIP/SAAELIP_AUTHORITY/GovEnt/Shared/Pages/Main/Login.aspx 


Constitution of Republic of South Africa;  
National Water Act, Act 36 of 1998, Section 21 & 22

https://www.dws.gov.za/ewulaas/ 

Water Use License
General Authorisation 90 days

Water Use License 90 days

POST DECISION  
ADMIN

Proof of payment

List of Local/Provincial 
Authority details

Strategic Infrastructure 
Project

Strategic Infrastructure 
Project

Master Layout Plan

Hydrological Studies

EIA and Environmental 
Management Programme

(EMPr)

Ground Water Studies

Civil Design Drawings

Rehabilitation Plan

Water Demand Analysis

Water Demand Analysis

Water Quality  
Management Report

Plant Species Plan

Storm Water  
Management Plan

Monitoring Plan/
Programme

CONDUCT  
PRE-APPLICATION

ASSESS  
APPLICATION

AUTHORISE 
APPLICATION

SITE  
INSPECTION

ACCEPT/REJECT 
APPLICATION

RECOMMENDATION  
TO CEO

FINAL DECISION 
  AND SIGN OFF

RECOMMENDATION  
TO DIRECTOR

PRELIMINARY 
ASSESSMENT

FINAL  
ASSESSMENT

SPECIALIST 
COMMENTS

WUAAAC 
PRESENTATION AND 
RECOMMENDATION

Public  
Participation

NEED TO OBTAIN  
WATER USE LICENSE

Application Form

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION 

AND SUPPORTING 
DOCUMENTS (ONLINE)



Heritage consent
30 days for statutory comments

30 days for issuing permits

National Heritage Resources Act, No 25 of 1999
National Environmental Management Act 

https://sahris.sahra.org.za/

38(1) R800 for NID application
38(1) R2000 for further studies assessment
General Permit: R800
Grave relocation Permit: R2000 

14 days for assessing Notice of Intent to Develop
30 days to make a decision

APPLY  
FOR PERMITS  

(SAHRIS)

REVIEW  
APPLICATION  

AND ISSUE PERMIT

Public  
Consultation

ASSESS BID

SITE  
INSPECTION

PERMIT APPROVED/
REFUSED

UPDATE  
APPLICATION  
ON SAHRIS

REGISTERED 
APPLICATION

COMMENTS  
SUPPLIED

PROVIDE  
STATUTORY  
COMMENT

FINALISED SCOPING 
REPORT, EIA, EMPR

COMMUNICATE  
THE AUTHORISATION

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION ONLINE 

(SAHRIS)

EVALUATE  
SCOPING REPORT,  

EIA AND EMPR

STATUTORY  
COMMENT  

SUBMITTED

ENVIRONMENTAL 
AUTHORISATION 

GRANTED

NEED TO  
OBTAIN A DECISION  

FOR DEVELOPMENT  
AND PERMIT

Application Form 38(1) 
Heritage

REGISTERED 
APPLICATION

MAKE DECISION  
TO EITHER REQUEST 
FURTHER STUDIES  

OR NOT 

DECISION RECEIVED  
WITH / WITHOUT REQUEST 
FOR FURTHER STUDIES

COMMUNICATE THE 
AUTHORISATION

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION ONLINE 

(SAHRIS)
ISSUE  

DECISION
ASSESS STUDIES AND 

MAKE A DECISION
APPLY FOR A HERITAGE 
PERMIT IF REQUIRED

DECISION MADE TO 
PROCEED OR NOT

ASSESS  
NOTIFICATION OF  

INTENT TO DEVELOP  
(NID)

NEED TO  
OBTAIN A HERITAGE 

AUTHORITY COMMENT

Environmental Impact 
Assessment

Application Form 38(8) 
Heritage

Background Information 
Document (BID)



Civil Aviation Act, 2009 (Act No. 13 of 2009)

https://www.caa.co.za/industry-information/obstacles/#forms 

Civil Aviation Authority (ATNS) consent
60 to 120 working days

NEED TO  
OBTAIN OBSTACLES 

CONSENT

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION

Glint and glare studies

Application Form

SUBMIT  
APPLICATION

SACAA  
AUTHORISES 

APPLICATION

TECHNICAL  
ASSESSMENT

ATNS 
ASSESSES 

APPLICATION

MAKE DECISION  
TO APPROVE/REFUSE 

AUTHORISATION

REVIEW FOR 
COMPLETENESS

MAKE  
RECOMMENDATION  
FOR APPROVAL

PREPARE  
PROPOSAL AND 

LIAISE WITH CLIENT

INVOICE  
GENERATED  

AND PAYMENT MADE

VALIDATE 
INFORMATION


